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• Peer-reviewed, bi-monthly journal focused on questions of politics, 
governance, and public policy affecting cities and/or their regions

• Published by SAGE Publications and 2020 marked UAR’s 56th year
• https://journals.sagepub.com/home/uar

• Hosted for twenty years by the College of Urban Planning and Public 
Affairs at the University of Illinois at Chicago

• https://urbanaffairsreview.com/

• Affiliated with the American Political Science Association’s section on 
Urban and Local Politics since 2004

• https://connect.apsanet.org/s13/
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Topic Scope
•Urban Affairs Review is focused on building theory about politics, 
governance, and public policy specifically as they relate to cities and/or their 
regions. 

•Research must contribute to important questions in major and emerging 
research literatures of interest to urban scholars 

•Strong preference for research focused on explanation rather than 
description.

•Submissions of empirical and comparative research from different scholarly 
disciplines and methodological perspectives are encouraged



Keywords from Submissions in 2019



Article Formats
•Individual Articles

•Articles (12,000 word maximum)

•Research Notes (6,000 word maximum)

•Research Syntheses (12,000 word maximum)

•Book Review Essays (6,000 word maximum)



Article Formats
•Article

Articles provide significant theoretical contributions to 
important questions of politics, governance, and public policy 
specifically as they relate to cities and/or their regions. 
Diverse disciplinary perspectives are encouraged, but 
submissions should contribute to important literatures in 
urban politics, institutions, and policies relevant to the 
research questions. Comparative empirical research is 
especially welcome, as are submissions from diverse 
methodological perspectives. Manuscripts submitted as 
articles should not exceed 12,000 words.



Article Formats
•Research Note

Research notes serve one of two functions. First, it provides a validation 
of, an addendum to, an extension of, or a refutation of a single point or 
concept that is established in previous research or significant policy 
debates. The conclusion and/or discussion section(s) must be sufficiently 
developed to highlight the importance of the findings and make clear how 
they should affect future research. Second, it provides a targeted call to 
other researchers, such as to introduce a new idea or to suggest a new 
methodology. Both types of research note require only minimal and 
narrowly targeted reference to the body of research, and no exploration of 
a broader literature – just enough to point readers to the established 
research that the note addresses or takes as its point of departure. 
Manuscripts submitted as research notes should not exceed 6,000 words.



Article Formats
•Research Synthesis

Research syntheses serve several different purposes, including critically 
assessing a body of theory or empirical research, articulating what is 
known about a phenomenon and ways to advance research about it, and 
identifying influential variables and effect sizes associated with an existing 
body of empirical research. The research synthesis should include a 
systematic and reproducible search strategy and articulate clear criteria 
for inclusion of studies in the analysis. Meta-analyses that statistically 
combine studies to determine an overall effect or effect size of one 
variable on another are welcome, as are research syntheses that do not 
use formal meta-analytic methods. Manuscripts submitted as research 
syntheses should not exceed 12,000 words.



Article Formats
•Book Review Essay

• Book review essays are short scholarly pieces that compare and contrast 
the contributions of the multiple books (or selected portions of the 
books) under review. These essays identify key themes or critical issues 
across the set of books, position key contributions within larger bodies 
of literature, and assess the impact of each book to understanding the 
overarching topic or topic areas. Book review essays are not a 
compilation of multiple book reviews. Their purpose is not to provide a 
thorough content description and book review essays need not consider 
each of the subject books completely or equally. Manuscripts submitted 
as book review essays should not exceed 6,000 words. Proposals for 
book review essays should be sent to Jered Carr
at urban.affairs.review@gmail.com.

• UAR publishes reviews of individual books on the Urban Affairs Forum.

mailto:urban.affairs.review@gmail.com
https://urbanaffairsreview.com/


Article Formats
• Sets of Articles

• Mini-Symposia: 3-4 short articles focusing on common topic (e.g., 
(Institutional Collective Action in Comparative Perspective, Urban Politics and 
U.S. Housing Policies, Comparative Urban Governance 

• Book Colloquies: Exchange among several leading scholars on important 
book (e.g., The Fight for America’s Schools, Regime Politics, Place Matters)

• Urban Colloquies: Exchange among several leading scholars on important 
urban issue (e.g, Exclusionary Zoning, Fragmented Regionalism)

• Interested authors should contact an editor about proposal prior to submitting.

https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/uarb/55/3
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/uarb/51/6
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/uarb/53/3
https://doi.org/10.1177/1078087419867160
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/uarb/51/1
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/uarb/53/1
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1078087419879762
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/uarb/53/2


Article Formats
• Other Formats 

• Virtual Issues: Collections of previously published articles (e.g., Emergency & Disaster 
Management https://journals.sagepub.com/page/uar/collections/disasters)

• Podcasts: Interactive discussion of articles published in UAR 
(https://journals.sagepub.com/page/uar/podcasts)

• E.g., Exploring American Regional Intergovernmental Organizations: David Miller 
and Jen Nelles discuss their research article with UAR Editor Jered Carr.

• E.g., Governance Matters: Is a collaborative governance model the next generation 
of governance research?, Part I: This is the first of a two-part series moderated by 
Susan Clarke, author of “Local Place-Based Collaborative Governance: Comparing 
State-Centric and Society-Centered Models.” 

https://journals.sagepub.com/page/uar/collections/disasters
https://journals.sagepub.com/page/uar/podcasts


Citations and Downloads in 2019
• Most cited articles published in Volumes 53 (2017) & 54 (2018)

• Neighborhood Ethnoracial Composition and Gentrification in Chicago and New York, 
1980 to 2010 by Jeffrey M. Timberlake et al. 

• The Politics of Urban Climate Change Policy: Toward a Research Agenda by Sara 
Hughes 

• Co-Initiation of Collaborative Innovation in Urban Spaces by Eva Sorensen et al.

• Most downloads in 2019—from all 55 volumes
• The Politics of Refuge: Sanctuary Cities, Crime, and Undocumented Immigration by 

Benjamin Gonzalez O’Brien et al. (4623 views and downloads)
• Gentrification, Property Tax Limitation, and Displacement by Isaac William Martin et al. 

(2309 views and downloads)
• Upzoning Chicago: Impacts of a Zoning Reform on Property Values and Housing 

Construction by Yonah Freemark (2026 views and downloads)

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1078087416636483
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1078087416649756
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1078087416651936
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1078087417704974
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1078087416666959
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1078087418824672


Selected Statistics
• Manuscript Submission and Review Process

• 263 original manuscript submissions in 2019 (250 – 300 in typical year)
• 57% were from outside US in 2019; submissions from 38 different countries, including 

Argentina, Brazil, Canada, China, Egypt, Germany, Ghana, India, Iran, Malaysia, Nigeria, 
Norway, Republic of Korea, South Africa, Spain, Thailand, and Zambia

• Double blind review with assessments from 3-4 reviewers (typically)
• Goal for decision goal is 60 days; external reviews requested by 30 days
• 74 days average time to initial decision in 2019, 120 days to final decision
• In 2019, 13% of original manuscripts submitted were accepted (as of Aug 2020)

• Impact Factor
• 2019 Impact Factor is 2.192 (2018 Impact Factor was 2.081)
• 2019 5-year Impact Factor is 2.551
• Ranking in Urban Studies: 22/42
• 140,151 article downloads in 2019 



Promoting Research Published
in Urban Affairs Review

• Urban Affairs Forum (www.urbanaffairsreview.com) publishes blog posts 
on each article published in UAR

• Posts written by authors of article in a manner accessible to nonacademic audience to 
encourage broader dissemination of research

• Bi-weekly Forum newsletter disseminates recent posts and highly cited 
UAR articles directly to subscribers from around the world 

• Sign up for biweekly digest at https://urbanaffairsreview.com/digest-signup/

• The Forum also publishes original content thru several ongoing and past 
series

• E.g., Engaged Scholarship, Local Elections, and What Trump Should Know About Cities.
• Contact Forum Editor, Jered Carr, about article proposals for the Forum

http://www.urbanaffairsreview.com/
https://urbanaffairsreview.com/digest-signup/


Promoting Research Published
in Urban Affairs Review

• UAR promotes material published on the Forum, new OnlineFirst
articles, the release of new print issues, and anything else that may 
be of interest to our followers on Twitter and Facebook

• UAR currently has 1,506 followers on Twitter and 632 followers on 
Facebook

• Retweet posts publicizing research by editorial board members and UAR 
authors

• SAGE also promotes UAR content through its Geography Twitter feed 
• Articles published in UAR use Altmetric scores to track attention paid 

to the article in social and traditional media 
• Score is a weighted count of attention received on Twitter, blogs, 

mainstream media and various other sources that regularly link to 
scholarly content

https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/uarb/0/0
https://twitter.com/UrbanAffairsRev
https://www.facebook.com/urbanaffairsreview/


Contact Information
•For information on submitting a paper, visit: 
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/journal/urban-affairs-
review#submission-guidelines

•For other inquiries, contact Assistant Managing Editor Elizabeth 
Motyka at urban.affairs.review@gmail.com. 

•Visit Urban Affairs Forum at: https://urbanaffairsreview.com/

•Follow UAR on Twitter: @UrbanAffairsRev and Facebook at:  
https://www.facebook.com/urbanaffairsreview/

https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/journal/urban-affairs-review#submission-guidelines
mailto:urban.affairs.review@gmail.com
https://urbanaffairsreview.com/
https://www.facebook.com/urbanaffairsreview/
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